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To help students retain what 

they learn, perform better on 
state tests and enloy schoolwork 
more, educators throughout the 
region are taking ahantage of 

, the Hudson Valley's historic and 
environmental sites tb t& ggjP 
ace ,  social studies, English, 

I math and art 
I Kindergarhers on a recent 
I field trip donned oversized 
waders, hobbled into the Hud- 

1 son River and hauled a 3Gfoot 
J net onto the sandy shore. 

W e  got two fishes!" shouted 
- Mackenzie Fox of Stony Point, 

peering into the net. 
In the next hour, she and her li I 
asmates skoked the skin of a ' ftriped bass and fingered the 5 day-like black mod that was 

used to make bricks during the 

. 
~ndua~ria~  evolution. - 

'I learn harder here because 
this is so fun," said Lea Naisberg " of Valley Cottage, 5. 

The kindergartners komThe 
' River School in Nyack were 

practicing seining, a netting 
technique once used by Ameri- 
can Indians and other cultures 
around the world, at the Beczak 
Environmental Education Cen- 
ter in Yonkers. 

, For some cMdren, the activi- 
ty brought them closer to ma- 
rine Me than ever before. Elise 
Simon of Nyack shrieked and 
laughed when educator N i d  
Cytryn cradled a &inch eel in his 
palm. But she mustered the 

four aehwls ta receive 2004, 
Teaching the Hudson Vdey" 

P h o t o s b y ~ B n l T h e J w m a l N e m  
Cyrrthia Fowx helps Amy Chanin, left, and Ellse Simon hold a pole In place as a net 
is drawn into shore from the Hudson River last month. The students from The River 
Schoot in Nyack were learning an American Indian netting technique, called seiw 
ing, during thelr visit to the Beczak Environmental Education Center in Yonkers. 
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Rart environmentally sound pmctlces In house 
hold routines, Vlsit: wyw.dec.stm.ny. us]lweb - StUaenQ touch a mite 
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