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Tools monitor mix
of weather, wﬂd]]fe

Center’s solar gear
along Hudson River
to help educate public
Ernie Garcia
The Journal News 1

YONKERS — There’s no argu-
ing that the snow-covered river-

bank at the Beczak Environmen-
- tal Education Center is cold.

But just how frigid will no

longer be a matter of speculation
with the installation of new solar-
powered instruments that offer
weather and water readings view-
able on the Internet.

‘The equipment is another step.
in the Beczak center’s efforts to
educate the public about how
" weather affects wildlife on the
Huc(llson Rwer, the center’s staff
sai

“It’s important to understand
what the conditions are to under-
stand the organisms,” said Jen-
nifer Mokos, a Beczak educator
and exhibit curator.

Last week, technicians and -

Beczak staff affixed the devices to
a white post rising out of the Hud-
son River near the decayed pier at
the Beczak center’s waterfront.
One device, the sonde, sits under-
water to measure water tempera-
ture, salinity, PH level and dis-
solved oxygen.

A weather instrument meas-
ures air temperature, wind speed
and direction, humidity and pre-
cipitation, among other condi-
tions. The information is visible on
a Web site operated by NexSens
Technology Inc. of Dayton, Ohio.

Mokos said having such read-
ings helps educators explain the
relationship between wildlife and
the weather, which dictates ani-
mals’ behavior and migration.

Beczak paid for the $14,000
project with a $9,900 grant from
the state’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation’s Estuary
Grant Program and $500 from
. Project Aware.

The center is still hoping to
raise about $5,000 to finish paying

for the devices.

Kathleen Savolt, Beczak's exec-
utive director, said the measuring
devices were another step in the
center’s evolution. The nonprofit |
organization’s operating budget
has increased to $350,000 and a
new, part-time volunteer coordi-
nator joined four full-timers at the
center.

In addition, school group tours
are booked solid throughout the
academic year.

“It’s growing and exciting,” Sa-
volt said. “Just like the rest of the
riverfront.”

Reach Ernie Garcia at
egarcia@thejournalnews.com or
914-966-4005.




