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r you are contemplamg a run forhigh- 
er office - somethiag like, say, state 
attorney general, or governor, or Unit- 
ed States senator - it is not a bad idea 

tfj show that you have the stalwarts of the 
environmental movement on your side. 

Thug, on a recent summer evening, Dis- 
tact Attorney J banhe PIrro joined Alex 
Natthiessen of Riverkeeper at a public 
@rum on fighting environmental crime. 
Ms. Pirro detailed the role of W i n d  
courts, and Mr. MatthBessen talked about 
qmg the federal clean-air and clean-wa- 
t ~ $  acts to stop polluters. (Perhaps in clef- , 
erence to the Republiean Ma Pirro, Mr. 
Matthiemen made d y  passing reference 
ta the ''administration in Washingbn" and 
its undermining of the natim's environ- 
mental laws.) 

"Environmental crimes are ultimately 
water crmes as any a c t h  cm affect the 
water," Ms. P i m  told an audience of about 
two d m  geople wha gathered Monday at 
the ak Environment@ Education Cen- 
twen inhptrm sWt& me yomen* 
3verfmt. 
Ms. Pirm established an enenvironmental- 

crimes bureau rqm dter she took office in 1 
1894, s@e said, apd began p r o s ~ t i n g  
deeppocketed corporations as well as will- 
m y  negligent individuais for illegal dis- 

Eorporatim.. 
' messy oil delivery men, to multinational 

, 1x1 twro nmMecases, Ma. Phro de- 
~e=&r$edbow h$r p ~ - r x # a n s  a t l y  bm 

efit6d Riverk-t. In 2004, a paint manu- 
facturer in Peekskill. Engl&d cornma- 
tlim, pleaded id 4d-was te  viGa- 
iim hrr mei%#!%ar eauseddiAydrc- 
@hric acid do@ and a gftric-acid spill. 
The company w ordered b pay W , 0 0 0  
in fines and $75,00O,to Riverkeeper, which 
distributed the mdey to a local envimn- 
mental group, the XdIowbmk Watw 
watch w t i m .  

TIE. next year, Domino Sugar in Yon- 
3 pleaded to endangem the 
?lit as a result of an acid leak The corn- 
ly paid 920,000 in fines and $lB0,000 m 
rerkeeper, which distributed the money 
;roundwork Yonkers, an envlranmen- 
group that works to p r o m  the Saw 
I River. 
Jemine," Mr. Matthiessen said, "we 

welcome you to go out and beat up other 
polluters and send the mmey back to the 
community!* 

Ncna there's an endorsement. 


