
M o b  like the id= of Eiq- 
d lunches. 

Not the ones witb a auple of d- 
nis -but mLer those where water is 
themin-. 

Mokos is an dimtor at the Becaak 
fivirommntal Edwtion. CenW In 
Yodm3 and spends one lunch W a  
m o n t h t e l W f k ~ o f ~ H ~  
RivertoanywewhawanbtoleiwIL 

%btime Learning" at B d  is 
new for the center, WW routin* 
hosts 300 groups ayear, 4 school 
kidshapwtomovetheir~omsEo 
anewmw. 

Arecentvdonofthisd&ydd 
version for adult studenb &m that 
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at Yo& hpTuC - A  hd 98 ,& en-cer 

Mobs' centerpiece is a fiv-rn 
hotbox-morelike h b o r n  draw- 

I 
er of a big bureau -that houses a 3.D 
mmionaftheriverb&htheAb 
larrtic Ocean to the Newburgh-Beacon 
Bridge. 

Ka a distance of roughly 50 d e e  
and the box's entire contents haw 

w d o f t h e ~ a h a l i t t l e s h o r t e r i n  , d W .  Using a table that it be j ~ l r e d  ur 
and down on either end, Mokm repli 
atm the Hudsun's four daily tides a 
theymowninemhnorththeneigb 
~ s o u d l , ~ s a l t w ~ u p a n c  
5reshwaterdov~athenaaual~  
machine acthie that helps keep tbl 
habitat clean. It takes 1% days for thl 
~ s w a t w t o m a k @ i t d l ~ ~ f m ~  
one md to the o&er. 

M h s  uses a beaker of chalky wx 
~ - n d a i t y - m u p k  

athm <-to show howfarwean 
mkr can travel north and what hap 
m s  as it mixes with h s h  water. 

U I f ~  thh incredibly dynamic mvi- 
.onmenfm Mokos said of the Hudson. 
'So the organisms have to b able to 
tdapt to it," 

Wsnotallthehbitathas toham 
Ue. 

U d n g a s p o n g e a s a M d i c e  
ca m i x  as pollution,.Mokos W awl- 
mtem into pouring p k n d  cbemlcals 
dl over the Cmbn Rivw and onto the 
&f 8 W M ~  fkk. 

~ p l a y s t h e p a r t o f l i ~ d b y  
be time Mokos brhgs *rainA from a . 

pray boUIe, the trials tlqt the& 
r and its tributaries must over 
ome to stay healthy becomr 
raphially clear. 
The wetkds  sponge does ib 

&rt, but it's a m n t  him the re1 
Live amounts o fpo l luh  and wet 
ads that it m't be adequate. Ad 
i;tiondy,with polhrtipniocreasiag 

I 
.A wetlands ckcmmg,  the q u a  
lion is gettisg harder to e c e .  

One of the biggest problems is 
'dirt. - increased dhentatiw 
from overdevelopment that b 
hurting the rivds vibranwl% 
trapping light and cutling. down on 
photosynthesis that is nature's 
hchpin of the Hudson's health. 

Mokoa admits that her some 
what simpbtic presmtation is 

to y d g e r  audiences, who 
seemtooomemaykomtheir$b 
its a little more howkdgeabfe 
about the rhr ,  wen when they 
learn b i d e  the center rather than 
on the river. 

"fhis re* brings home the 
concept of how the river's tides 
work," Mokos sdd, c h i n g  up 
her kachiag aid. T h e  kids seem 

3.-b*..,. . 
,,&$?dan$*h& m 

times I b v e  to ten them to stand 
bac& from the display. They're 

- verymw-" 
Terry Cohen is a program c 

ordinatordor Riverside Park Fund, 
which works to eduale students 
in New York City about the riv 
off the banks of Unwr Manhaitan. 3 -- - 

She comes to tirk center w h e d  
8 ever possible, as she did for th 

We have trouble 

ganization doesn't have its own 
center. What these guys are d* 
ing is fabulous" 

The center's next session, on 
the river's food chain, is at noon 
March 16. Bring your own lunch. 

F o r m  idwmlionaboutthe 
center, dsitwww.bm&o&merrt 
be&ip.hfm. . 

I Earth Watch appears each Friday. 
Send your ideas or comments to , I 
Gmg Clay at gc l~ lohud .corn  b-I 


